Perception of Safety in the Twin Cities
comparative study for the conference
It is widely accepted nowadays that the conception of safety should be perceive in a wide sense, including military safety, political safety, economical safety (partially financial and energy safety too), environmental safety and social safety (also mentioned as human safety in professional literature).
International researchers of safety studies mainly agreed that we can discus safety issues and problems when the society regards a situation a high danger and for its solution the society accepts and requires extraordinary tools and procedures. This approach is generally kept although the existence-danger means different things in the army, in politics and economics and in the environment sectors.
Existence-danger is the most spectacular in the army sector, because it is easily perceptible for everybody that the armament of army troops, the arms race and wars are international safety issues. 
In the political sector existence-danger is mostly attached to the sovereignty of the countries. In theory any events can be dangerous that question authority or its legitimacy.

In economics it is much more difficult to point out the sense of existence-danger. Although firms and entrepreneurs are going bankruptcy throughout the world, day by day, usually they do not approach their subsistence as a safety issue. Subsistence of national economies or such deep crisis of them that causes problems in governmental guarantee of minimal living standards for the population is a much clearer danger-situation. The recent global economical crisis belongs to the economical safety questions (e.g. crisis-handling governmental and international actions).
In the social sector, nations, ethnics or religions can easily become subjects of existence-danger. E.g. immigration policy and the gipsy problem in Hungary belong to this category. 

Regarding the environmental sector, there are quite clear safety problems at micro- and macro levels as well. The subsistence of certain species or living places, of the biological heritage of the human kind in general, the changes in our environment, the maintenance of the human civilization can be also regarded as safety issues. The global warming-up is also part of the safety issue in the environmental sector and its effects threaten the existence of several metropolises and cities. 
It is not so widespread, although some authors claimed it already in the 1960s, that safety issue can be approached from an objective point of view (real threat) or from a subjective side (perceived threat) and these 2 approaches generally won’t cover each other. The different states, nations and communities perceive the threshold of a threat at different levels. (E.g.: different national attitudes toward immigration policies.) The perception of terrorism-threat in America after 11/September/2001 escalated, although there was no remarkable terror attack in the U.S. since then. 
The last example shows clearly that the subjectively perceived danger can also become a safety issue, if a national government can convince the citizens that the situation requires extraordinary procedures or the society itself forces out special actions. So we can claim, that perception of safety is the combination of political and communicational processes, not necessarily and exclusively the result of scientific researches. Consequently, the subjective and the perceived danger and also the subjective safety influence the society’s perception of safety. Recently more and more specialists call the attention for the importance of making the safety relations transparent and clear for the people, in order not to let their perception of safety get in an unreachable distance from the reality.
The conference aims to speak about the most important and relevant safety issues in Székesfehérvár and in its twin and partner cities, how the leaderships of the towns take into account the communities’ perception of safety in their policies. According to our opinion, there is a remarkable difference between the perception of safety in small and in big communities. It is even more important, that the small communities have experiences and relevant safety policy opinions about their own environment, but they got information about the wide community’s safety situation just through the media – and these impulses will influence their perception of safety. It can be a reason why they tend to regard their own safety good, while the wide community’s worse. 
We would like to ask the opinion of the partner and twin towns of Székesfehérvár about what they find the most important safety issues in their own communities, how much these questions defer or special comparing to the wide community’s issues, how the municipal governments take the local safety problems into consideration in their policies.
We believe, that around these questions a vivid and illuminating conference can be organised, which helps for the invited towns and their societies approaching the issue in a more differentiated way.
